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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11 ( 453 O.G. 213. 
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4) ^ Claim(s) 1-18 is/are pending in the application. 
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5) Q Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments, filed October 17, 2005, with respect to the rejection(s) of 
claim(s) 1-18 under Kuroda have been fully considered and are persuasive. Therefore, 
the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a new 
ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Kuroda in view of Rayner. The restriction 
requirement previously made is vacated. All claims are being acted upon. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-18 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kuroda 

(US 6,31 1,01 1) in view of Rayner (US 5,388,197). 

[claims 1, 7, & 13] 

In regard to Claims 1, 7, and 13 Kuroda discloses a television signal receiver connected 
to a plurality of recording apparatus, which record program data received by said 
television signal receiver, said television signal comprising: 

• An input unit adapted to input program data (Figure 2 shows the input 
program data as described in Column 4 Lines 18-24); 
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• An identification unit adapted to identify a group to which the program data 
inputted by said input unit belongs (Column 4 Lines 12-17 describes the 
identification unit used to identify the group of program data); however, 
fails to disclose 

o A selection unit adapted to select a recording apparatus from 
among the plurality of recording apparatuses in accordance with 
the group identification by said identification unit, 
o An output unit adapted to output the program data to the recording 
apparatus selected by the selection unit 
Rayner describes a video editing system with user interface capabilities. It is seen in 
Figure 2 the selecting means 52 that selects the appropriate recording apparatus for 
recording, reproducing, or playback to the display 68. The selection capabilities allows 
for multiple recording apparatuses to be used, which allows for a more complete system 
for editing and other recording and reproducing procedures. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to use the 
receiver system, as described by Kuroda, and incorporate a selection unit for selecting 
recording apparatus, as described by Rayner. 
[claims 2, 8, & 14] 

In regard to Claims 2, 8, and 14, Kuroda discloses a television signal receiver wherein a 
plurality of recording apparatuses is externally connected (Figure 2). 
[claims 3,4,9, & 10] 
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In regard to Claims 3 and 9, Kuroda discloses a television signal receiver comprising an 
allocation unit adapted to allocate a group item to each of the plurality of riecording 
apparatuses (Figure 3 shows the allocation unit in S110); however, fails to discloses 
wherein said selection unit selects the recording apparatus in accordance with the 
group item allocated by said allocation unit and the group of the program data is 
identified by said identification unit coincides with none of the group items allocated to 
the plurality of recording apparatuses by said allocation unit, said selection unit 
manually selects the recording apparatus from among the plurality of recording 
apparatus. 

Rayner discloses a system wherein selection of the recording apparatus is in 
accordance with the program data as described in Column 8 Lines 50+ through Column 
9 Lines 1-12. The selection device is important in the system due to it automatically 
selecting the appropriate recording apparatus, which thereby eliminates user interaction 
of this task. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention to use the television signal receiver, as disclosed by Kuroda, 
and incorporate a system that has a selection process, as disclosed by Rayner. 
[claims 5 & 11] 

In regard to Claims 5 and 11, Kuroda discloses a television signal receiver comprising a 
discrimination unit adapted to discriminate a recording medium mounted in each of the 
plurality of recording apparatuses wherein said allocation unit allocates a group item to 
each recording medium mounted in the plurality of recording apparatuses and wherein 
said selection unit selects a recording apparatus mounting the recording medium 
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discriminated by said discrimination unit, in accordance with the group item allocated to 
the recording medium and the group of the program data identified by the identification 
unit (Figure 3 shows the discrimination unit which determines the capacity of the various 
recording mediums as further described in Column 4 Lines 38-40). 
[claims 6 & 12] 

In regard to Claims 6 and 12, Kuroda discloses a recording control method wherein the 
group is a genre to which the program data belongs and wherein the genre of the 
program is identified based on EPG data in the program data inputted in said input step 
(Column 3 Lines 14-15 describes the EPG data based on the genre of the program), 
[claim 15] 

In regard to Claim 15, Kuroda discloses a television signal receiver comprising: 

• An instruction unit adapted to instruct processing for each of the recording 
apparatuses (Figure 9 shows the instruction unit for processing the 
recording apparatuses); 

• Determination unit adapted to determine whether or not the processing 
instructed by said instruction unit is from a user corresponding to the user 
information set by the setting unit (Figure 9 shows the determining of 
whether the instruction should be processed) 

• Control unit controls the corresponding recording apparatus to perform the 
instructed processing when said determination unithas determined the 
processing is instructed from the user corresponding to the set user 
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information (Figure 9 shows the controlling unit for the various recording 
apparatuses), 
[claims 16, 17, & 18] 

In regard to Claim 16, Kuroda discloses a television signal receiver wherein the setting 
units sets a user name and user ID to each of the plurality of recording apparatuses 
wherein the determination unit comprises an input adapted to the input of the user ID 
corresponding to the user name (Figure 9 shows the setting units for determination of 
setting names and user ID to the recording apparatuses through the remote control 
input). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• Murataetal (US 6118925); 

• LaJoie (US 5850218). 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jamie Vent whose telephone number is 571-272-7384. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30am-5:00pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James Groody can be reached on 571-272-7950. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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Supervisory Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 262-2-^ 



Jamie Vent 
10/27/05 



